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paign of war, diplomacy and lies with incredible craft
and crowning success. These intrigues had the support
of Shubbiluliuma.
Now it was time for the Hittite monarch to act.
The Mitanni were in a deplorable state due to their
internal disaffection. Dushratta had two brothers one
of whom, Artashumara, succeeded their father Shutarna
but was murdered. Dushratta ascended the throne
while his other brother, Artatama, his son Shutarna
and grandson Itakama lived as semi-independent dy-
nasts in Naharin intriguing against him with the Hittite
king. At one turn of events when matters became
easy for him, he accused Dushratta of breaking a former
treaty, crossed the Euphrates forthwith, and plundered
the northern frontiers of Mitanni. He was sure of assis-
tance from the new Assyrian state which was always
looking for an opportunity to push the intruding Aryan
Mitannians from their seat. Dushratta fretted and
fumed but Shubbiluliuma, not minding him though
avoiding contact for reason of his defeat in a former
engagement, crossed the Euphrates in force into
Naharin, subjugating lands tributary to the Mitanni
ruler on the way. He broke all opposition, plundered
the country, and carried princes captives to Khatti
where he declared: "From the mountain Niblani3
from the Euphrates have I made them my territory."
The revolt continued. Letters and cross-letters
followed and slowly and steadily Abdashirta and his
son Aziru annexed one fortress after another. It was
about this time that Amenhetep III died and was
followed by his non-aggressive philosopher son Amen-
hetep IV. Representations after representations were
tnade by the kings of Babylonia and Mitanni but the
peaceful Pharaoh would not move. Aziru crowded
'the Egyptian officials out from the sphere of his influence
conquests, and after he had killed the Egyptian royal
Ribadda and the ruler of Beirut, he was
to Egypt, He went thitEer and having